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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered cfaims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i kethrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims in accordance with the following: 
1-13. (CANCELLED) 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer server connected with a plurality of 
multifunction machines via a network, the computer server comprising: 
a plurality of functions that perform processing to a document; 

an operation manager receiving a function request from at least one of the multifunction 
machines and activating a request processor communicating with the multifunction machine 
based upon the function request: and 

a plurality of request proc e ss i ng un i ts that processors each upon the activating by the 
operation manager communicate with any of the plurality of functions and the multi-function 
machine , and cause one of the plurality of functions to perform th e document ^processing to 
document data received from the multi-function machine according to a the function request from 
the multifunction machine, 

wherein the activated request processor ; an ass i gn i ng un i t that assigns on e of the 
r e qu e st p r oc e ss i ng units to a multifunction mach i n e bas e d on a conn e ct i on requ e st for th e 
function r e qu e st from th e mu l tifunct i on mach i n e , and sends a completion-of-assignment 
notification assigning the request processor to the multifunction machine and indicating that 
processing of the function request is possible, and poss i ble; an assignm e nt cance li ng un i t that 
cancels the assignment of the one-request processing unit processor to the multifunction 
machine, when a command of th e r e quested funcl i on pertaining to the function request is not 
received from the assigned multifunction machine within a predetermined amount of time ; and 

an informat i on r e cord e r that has mu l t i funct i on conn e ct i on i nformat i on ind i cat i v e of 
wheth e r th e mult i funct i on mach i n e is acc e ptab le to b e i n an op e rab le stat e in l inkag e with th e 
s e rv e r, wh e r ei n th e conn e ct ion r e quest from th e mult i function mach i n e is ass i gn e d to th e on e 



2 



Serial No. 10/721,512 

request proc e ss i ng un i t i n th e ass i gning bas e d on th e mu l t i funct i on connect i on i nformat i on . 



15. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The server according to claim 14, wherein the 
completion-of-assignment notification has information of the function, and the function is 
processable by the server 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The server according to claim 14, 
wherein the function is a fax that faxes image data, and 

wherein the request proc e ss i ng un i t processor controls the fax and sends the image data 
received from the multifunction machine, when the request proc e ss i ng un i t processor receives 
from the multifunction machine a fax command as the function command to fax the image data. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The server according to claim 14, 
wherein the function is a recorder that records image data, and 

wherein the request proc e ss i ng unit processor records the image data received from the 
multifunction machine on the recorder, when the request proc e ss i ng un i t processor receives from 
the multifunction machine a record command as the function command to record the image 
data, 

18. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The server according claim 14, further comprising; 
a utilizing situation recorder that records utilizing situation information received from the 

plurality of multifunction machines, the utilizing situation information being information how often 
each of the multifunction machines is used; and 

a utilizing situation information transmitter that transmits, when any one of nodes on the 
network makes a request for transmitting the utilizing situation information, the utilizing situation 
information back to said node having transmitted a transmission request. 

1 9. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The server according to claim 1 8, wherein the 
utilizing situation information transmitter transmits the utilizing situation information to the 
network nodes in accordance with a predetermined schedule. 

20. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The server according to claim 18, the server 
further comprising: 
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a destruction detecting unit that detects a destruction of the information recorded on the 
utilizing situation recorder; 

a utilizing situation information managing unit that requests each of the multifunction 
machines to transmit the utilizing situation information when the destruction detecting unit 
detects the destruction, and again records the transmitted utilizing situation information on the 
utilizing situation recorder. 

21. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A storage medium readable by a computer, the 
storage medium storing a program of instructions executable by the computer to perform a 
function as a server, the function comprising: 

providing a plurality of functions that perform processing to a document; 

receiving a function request from at least one of the multifunction machines; 

activating a request processor communicating with the multifunction machine based 
upon the function request; and 

providing a plurality of request proc essi ng - un i ts - that - processors each upon the activating 
communicate with any of the plurality of functions and the multifunction machine , 

wTw 

cause one of the plurality of functions to perform th e docum e nt ^ aLprocessing to 
document data received from the multifunction machine according to a- the f unction request 
from the multifunction machine, ; a ss i g ni n g on e of th e- r e que s t - processing units - to - a mu l t i func ti on 
machin e bas e d on a conn e ct i on r e qu e st for th e funct i on requ e st - fr - om - th e- mult i funct i on machin e , 
and s e nding 

send a completion-of-assignment notification assigning the request processor to 
the multifunction machine and indicating that processing of the function request is 
poss i bl e i possible, and 

cancoling cancel the assignment of the ef»e-request processing unit processor to 
the multifunction machine, when a command of tho requested funct i on pertaining to the function 
request is not received from the assigned multifunction machine within a predetermined amount 
of timer-af^ 

stor i ng mu l tifunction conn e ct i on informat i on ind i cat i ng wh e th e r th e mu l tifunct i on mach i n e 
i s acc e ptab le to b e i n an o pe rabl e state in l i nkag e with th e s e rv e r r wh e r ei n th e conn e ct i on 
r e qu e st fr om th e mu l t i funct i on mach i ne - is assigne d - to - th e- on e- r e qu e st process i ng un i t - b ase d - O R 
the mu l tifunct i on connoct i on i rrf e r - mation . 
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22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of executing multiple functions using 
multifunction apparatuses connected to each other via a network, comprising: 

providing a plurality of functions in a multifunction apparatus that perform processing to a 
document; 

receiving by the multifunction apparatus a function request from at least one other 
multifunction apparatus; 

activating in the multifunction apparatus a request processor communicating with the 
other multifunction apparatus based upon the function request; and 

providing in the muftifunction apparatus a plurality of request proc e ssing units that 
processors each upon the activating 

communicate with any of the functions and the other multifunction apparatus , an4 

cause one of the plurality of functions to perform th e docum e nt a processing to 
document data received from the other multifunction apparatus according to athe function 
req u est from the other multifunction apparatus, ^ass ign i ng - on e of th e r e quest proc e ssing un i ts 
to th e oth e r mult i function apparatus bas e d on a conn e ct i on r e quest fo F t he- funst i on requ e st from 
tho mu l t i funct i on apparatus, and transmitting an ass i gnm e nt 

send a completion-of-assignment notification assigning the request processor to 
the other multifunction apparatus and indicating that processing of the function request is 
possib l oi possible, and 

canc e ling cancei the assignment of the request proc e ss i ng unit processor to the 
other multifunction apparatus, when a command of th e r e quested function pertaining to the 
function request is not received from the assigned other multifunction apparatus within a 
predetermined amount of time. 

23. {PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The server according to claim 14, wherein the 
server has information of each of the multifunction machines, and the information has at least 
one of a status of the multifunction machine, a type of executable job, an address on the 
network, user information and a type of connection. 

24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A server connected with a plurality of multifunction 
machines via a network, the server comprising: 

a plurality of functions that perform processing to a document; 

an operation manager receiving a function request from at least one of the multifunction 
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machines and activating a request processor communicating with the muitifunction machine 
based upon the function request; and 

a plurality of request process i ng units that processors each upon the activating by the 
operation manager communicate with any of the plurality of functions and the multifunction 
machine , and cause one of the plurality of functions to perform th e docum e nt a processing to 
document data received from the multifunction machine according to the function request from 
the multifunction machine, 

wherein the activated request processor ;an ass i gning un i t th a t - as si gn s^a t -leas t -Q B e- of 
tho request proc e ss i ng un i ts to a mu l t i function machin e bas e d on a conn e ction r e qu e st for the 
funct i on requ e st from th e mu l t i funct i on machin e , and sends a completion-of-assignment 
notification assigning the reguest processor to the multifunction machine and indicating that 
processing of the function request is poss i b le ; and an assignm e nt c a nc eli ng un i t - th a t possible 
and cancels the assignment of the one-request proc e ss i ng un i t processor to the multifunction 
machine, when a command of th e r e gu e st e d function pertaining to the function request is not 
received from the assigned multifunction machine within a predetermined amount of time, 

wherein the server has at least one of option information, muitifunction machine 
connection information, non-seif system linkage information, and intra self-system registration 
address information, the option information is information of any of the plurality of functions 
executable by the server, the multifunction machine and the non-self system linkage information 
is used when the server accesses another system on the network, and the intra self-system 
registration address information is used when the server accesses intra self-system. 



25. (CANCELLED) 
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